with the drills and picks to get the hang of it, and to
harden their hands. Kallimachus is the Lord Warden of
the University. If he ever gets to know which of them
was in it, he'll break them to a man."

"What I cannot understand," Theodora said, "is the
apathy of the Blues."

"Plenty of people cannot understand it," Comito said.
"But it's very simple: the present Imperial family isn't
respected. The Emperor got there by fraud, the Empress
by following the regiment; neither can read; and Tino's
said to be a eunuch; you know how people talk. Besides,
the Greens have pretty well scared the Blues in these last
days. And who's going to stand up for the Blues, when
all they can think of is to go plunging in an Eastern
war? And what strength have the Blues, with the army
gone? The Greens have it all in their own hands. You
ask anybody, one of John's men, or anyone you meet.
He'll say, If the Blues can't keep order, let them give
way to the Greens who can'. I wouldn't mind betting,
'that if Theophanes had been speaking this afternoon,
he'd have roused such a cry that the Palace would have
been sacked and Justo scuppered,"

"I dare say that a great orator can always make lawless
men do desperate things," Theodora said, "but this ques-
tion really is which of two parties shall hold the Consul-
ships. You do not mean to tell me that the Committees
would choose Hypatius rather than Justinian?"

"You ask John," Comito said. "Every Committee has
been got at in some way, with money or flattery or
promises. Tino will be outvoted seven to one, or more
than that, ten to one. He hasn't got a friend in The
City,"

"I know one or two," Theodora said loyally.

"Well, the Fifth Ward might vote for him," Comito
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